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the glory of shaking the President's hand. Never can I forget the spectacle which presented itself on every side, nor the electrifying moment when the eager, expectant eyes of that vast and motley crowd caught sight of the tall and imposing form of their adored leader as he came forth between the columns of the portico, the color of the whole mass changed, as if by miracle; all hats were off at once, and the dark tint which usually pervades a mixed map of men was turned, as if by a magic wand, into the bright hue of ten thousand upturned and exultant faces, radiant with sudden joy. The peal of shouting that rose rent the air and seemed to shake the very ground. But when the Chief Justice took his place and commenced the brief ceremony of administering the oath of office it quickly sank into comparative silence; and as the new President proceeded to read his inaugural address, the stillness gradually increased, but all efforts to hear him beyond a brief space immediately around, were utterly vain."
Mr. Webster again wrote home:
"I never saw such a crowd here before. Persons have come five hundred miles to see General Jackson, and they really think the country has been rescued from danger."
The oath of office was administered by the venerable Chief Justice Marshall, to whom the duty had belonged for about thirty years. The Senate, according to custom, having been convened in extra session for the occasion, the Cabinet appointments were immediately sent in and confirmed. They were: Martin -Van Buren, of New York, Secretary of State (James A. Hamilton, of New York, son of the late General Hamilton, being charged with the duties of the office until Mr. Van Buren could enter upon them) ; Samuel D. Ingham, of Pennsylvania, Secretary of the Treasury; John H. Eaton, of Tennessee, Secretary of War; John Branch, of North Carolina, Secretary of the Navy; John M. Berrien, of Georgia, Attorney General; William T.
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